Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Hanbury Parish Council - Monday 20th April 2026
Present:
Councillors: Cllr Harrison; Cllr Hendon; Cllr Tyson; Cllr Gregson; Cllr Choules and Cllr L Harrison
Also present: Borough Councillor Hudson; C Holmes; 3 Parishioners
1. Apologies for absence

County Cllr White; Cllr Gadsby
 
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 14th April 2025

All agreed to be a true record of the meeting.

Action: Clerk to convert to upload to website.

3. Matters arising from those minutes. 

Letter written to Tatenhill airfield, but no response received

30mph stickers obtained for wheelie bins

4. Chair’s Report
Firstly, I’d like to welcome you all to the Hanbury Parish Council AGM and thank you for attending. This is my second year as Chair of the Parish Council, and I want to take this opportunity to say how proud I am to be associated with a village that has so many volunteers and residents who support our wonderful facilities. 
We have a beautiful Memorial Hall which puts on live entertainment for adults and children, as well as being a brilliant space to hire for private events. We also have wonderful social clubs like the WI and the Windmill Club, and sporting facilities including the Bowls club and our picturesque Cricket Club as well as well as our lovely playing fields. We provide arts and entertainment from the Hanbury Players, whose PANTO this year was a resounding success. (“Funniest one yet!” - Pat Morris caterer to the stars!) The Hanbury Players are a very diverse group who welcome young and old and everything in between, bringing people together from the whole area.
 Hanbury also has a lovely country pub and restaurant which we nearly lost, so we thank Van Hubble for taking it over and Ellie Thompson- Moore for helping him to run it. I am also delighted that we will be benefiting from the opening of a farm shop by Leanne Broomhead and Adam Hall based in the pub grounds. A real boost for our village. 
These, and all the other activities in our village, make up the rich tapestry of village life which we all love. None of these groups and facilities would be possible without the scores of volunteers needed to keep them going. There are many people to thank but special thanks go to Judy Ireland for producing the Parish Magazine each month, and her team of distributors. 
I also want to pass on my congratulations to our former vicar, Rev Terry Williams on his promotion to a stipend role in Wakefield. He and his husband Richard moved a couple of months ago and seem to be settling in well to their new parish. Unfortunately, this left us without a vicar for some weeks, but I am pleased to announce that Revd Liz Chamberlain will be the interim House for Duty Minister for Hanbury, Newborough and Rangemore a licensing date will be confirmed when the necessary paperwork is completed. 

Now on to Parish Council matters… 
The Parish Council meetings are held in public, and parishioners are actively encouraged to attend, the Annual Parish meeting which sets the agenda for the year ahead. 
During this year, the Council is very pleased to continue our contract with grounds maintenance contractor, RB Landscaping. Robert has done a great job for us over the course of the last two years. We have been able to extend his remit to cover more cuts at the Village Green, which heralds an array of colour in the spring and hopefully heralds warmer weather to come. He also covers the closed church yard. But the rest of the churchyard is looked after by our amazing volunteers. Rob also cuts the playing fields which provides the village with a beautiful outdoor space for children to get together. We are really pleased that users have respected the No Dogs policy and remember to take their rubbish away with them. 
It is worth reminding everyone that, when it comes to footpaths this is the responsibility of landowners and most do a great job of ensuring we can enjoy walking on the miles of footpaths we have in the parish. This puts a responsibility back on us as walkers to respect that we are using other people’s land. Consequently, it is important for walkers to keep to the paths, not let their dogs off the lead and to pick up their unwelcome gifts. We must all continue to respect the land we live on. 
I am very happy to report on yet another year when volunteers came together to litter pick round the village, cut back overgrown road signs, wash the street signs and generally keep the Parish spick and span. In addition to these annual meet ups, I know we have a lot of villagers who regularly walk the village and litter pick as they go and we also pass on our thanks to them. We do need to organise another date to get together to clear the pavements of all the overgrown grass, mud and weeds. 
Over the last couple of years, we were pleased to be able to reduce the speed limit to 30 mph and install 3 gateway entrances into the village as a reminder to drivers that they were approaching a rural community. 
Unfortunately, speeding remains an issue for some drivers, and we agreed at last year’s meeting to install SIDs to further help drivers to reduce their speed. Unfortunately, the initial cost proved prohibitive, however, we have now agreed to push forward with mobile SIDs which drastically reduces the cost of licences and installation, if possible. The devices themselves are still expensive and I’m very grateful to confirm that Hanbury Autos and Han from Rebel Racing are each donating £1500 towards the cost. 
I’d like to thank Cllr Tyson for continuing his hard work reviewing the Trees in the public spaces in the village, these come under the auspices of the Hanbury Parish Council and require a 3 yearly formal inspection by a qualified tree surgeon as well as being checked quarterly for any sign of deterioration and to check for risks. Please note, however, that landowners are responsible for the trees on their land and may be liable for any falling trees or broken boughs. 
Although work has been carried out to our roads throughout the year, we are still left with potholes in quite a few of our roads. Potholes are a recurrent, nationwide problem and it is still frustrating that there is no high-quality solution to make any repairs last in the long term. Many thanks to Cllr Tyson for his tireless pursuit of Staffordshire Highways to bring attention to our roads, ditches and culverts. However, Hanbury Parish Council needs the public to keep up the reporting any issues through the Portal. The more reports are made, the more likely we are to get any issues fixed. So please keep it up. 
Unfortunately, over the last 18 -24 months, fly tipping seems to have increased nationwide and Hanbury has not escaped the blight on our countryside. Whilst we understand that these all need to be reported to ESBC, we are grateful to our PCSOs who have been on the lookout for offenders. However, I urge everyone to report any that they see as soon as possible so the ESBC can investigate the source of the waste and get it cleared. SCC has been very prompt in removing it from their land but fly tipping on private land is the responsibility of landowners, including the inevitable clean-up costs. 
Thankfully, our bus service to and from the village on a Thursday is still operating. Although it is a very limited service, it is 100% more than we had before. From March this year a new service provider took over, and I’m told it is still running well. 
On a personal note, this is my final year as Chair of Hanbury Parish Council, and I’d like to take the opportunity of thanking all our Parish Councillors for their support and hard work. Having our village represented is extremely important and working together to keep our village the beautiful community it is, is an honour. However, we would not be able to do this without the help and support of our Parish Clerk. Charlotte, please accept our thanks and gratitude for your diligence in furthering our work and guidance through the rules and regulations. 
Jude Harrison (Chair) 

Any matters you may wish to bring to the Parish Councils attention, do please email the Clerk, Charlotte, on email address hanburyparishcouncil@live.co.uk. All the latest contacts, links, news and meeting info. can be found on the website www.hanburyparishcouncil.org.uk.

5. Annual Accounts: Unaudited Balance Sheet
Income:
Precept for 2025/2026 was £11,100 with a grant from ESBC of £209 
Funds have also been moved to higher interest accounts now to ensure that the parish council are maximising the funds available. 
The parish council has once again done incredibly well in receiving a grant for the defibrillator of £500  from Townlands Charity.
With the addition of bank interest and a VAT Claim for £1712.35
The total income for 2025/2025 was £13,521.35
Expenditure:
Some great work has been done this year to ensure that we remain within our budget areas. 
We have seen a reduction in the churchyard spends and tree survey work, but this may see work completed in 2026/2027.
The overspends have only been seen on the clerk’s salary and grounds maintenance. 
The budget for 2026/2027 has seen the council make a 6% increase to try and correctly accommodate the rising cost of inflation. 
The expenditure for the year 2025/2026 was £9086.47
6. Receive Borough and County Councillors reports.
Report from Borough Councillor Hudson
Borough Councillor Hudson expressed his thanks for the kind wishes sent following his wife’s fall earlier this year.
He advised that he has served as Borough Councillor for Hanbury for the past seven years and that he is proud to represent the village.
Councillor Hudson highlighted three key areas discussed at the most recent Borough Council meeting:
· Planning Department Issues:
Concerns have been raised regarding timescales and staff welfare, largely due to training requirements and staff shortages. Communication with applicants was acknowledged as insufficient, and improvements are required. 
· Uttoxeter Maltings Development:
There is currently a lack of clarity regarding progress on this project. Following a change in administration, costs have been reassessed, including an increased purchase price for the land. The site is now due to be demolished, with potential plans for it to be converted into a park. Further planning applications are expected but have not yet been submitted. 
· Sports Hub:
A report on progress was due to be circulated to all Borough Councillors; however, regular updates have not been provided. 
Councillor Hudson also raised the following points:
· Local Government Review:
The public consultation closed on 26 March. There is currently no update on outcomes. The review is expected to affect parish alignments and may result in increased responsibilities for parish councillors. 
· Councillors’ Community Fund:
The fund for the current year is due to open shortly. 
· Burton Hope:
It was noted that Burton Hope is unfortunately unable to renew its lease. 
· Fly Tipping:
A review of fly tipping across East Staffordshire is currently underway. 
· Mayoral Appointment:
Councillor Monica Holden will serve as Mayor in the forthcoming year. 
Councillor Hudson advised that any road-related issues should be reported to him with a reference number so that he can follow these up.
Report from St. Werburgh’s Church 
Following Rev Terry’s move to Leeds Diocese, Rev. Andy Simpson. Vicar at Barton under Needwood, has been made Acting Curate for this Benefice. He has been in this role at Rangemore for some time but now covers the whole Benefice.
The good news is that we are to have an Interim Vicar – probably for two years. Whilst in clergy training, Rev. Liz Chamberlain’s placement was in our group of churches, including Tutbury. Liz has now recently retired and she feels she has something to offer to our villages. It has now been agreed that, whilst we go through the process of finding a new incumbent, Liz, and her husband, Ray, will live in the Vicarage and work as a House for Duty Priest. This usually means two days plus a Sunday, in return for the use of the vicarage. There is no date set for her induction service, but it is likely in the next few weeks. We are all delighted that she will be joining us.
Those who have been to services at St. Werburgh’s during the winter months will know that the boiler has been misbehaving. The fault is intermittent – so very difficult for the engineer to diagnose - he has tried several times. We think it has something to do with the water system as it briefly behaved after the radiators were bled. We will keep trying.
You may have noticed that the church floodlights are mainly off. Following the fitting of a smart meter, it was realised that they were costing a great deal of money to keep on every night. The simple solution turned out to be the fitting of LED bulbs. This is to be done at some stage during the summer. Hopefully, then, we will be able to let our church shine out once more as a beacon over the village and the Dove valley.
There was a plan to alter the church kitchen and toilet to accommodate a fully accessible toilet. Unfortunately, it was then felt that this would make the kitchen too small to be of much use. Instead, we are in the process of putting new fittings into the existing toilet, which will, hopefully, make it a little easier to use; though, sadly, not fully accessible for wheelchair users.
Many people now do not carry cash. So, we have installed a Digital Payment Station in Church. So far it has proved very successful.
Our weekly Post Office is still open on Tuesday mornings from 10 to 11 a.m. There are quite a few regular customers from the village.
The monthly Coffee Morning is gaining popularity – each month we seem to be putting out more chairs. This is from 10am to about 12 noon on the first Tuesday of each month.
On 12th July 2025 a barbecue was held in front of church – a great social occasion. Hopefully we will have another this year.
The Christmas Fair at the Memorial Hall was a great success – financially as well as socially. We shall soon be planning this December’s event.
We were delighted to welcome Historian, Lesley Smith last April in her role as Anne Hathaway. Fascinating to hear more about the life of William Shakespeare.
Lesley will be returning to us on 19th June, when she will be Florence Nightingale. Details will be in the May issue of the Parish Magazine and posters will be out shortly.
On 11th April we had a lovely film show at Church – Wonka – much enjoyed by all who attended.
Our next event is one of our main fundraisers – the Plant Stall and Coffee Morning – to be held on Saturday 9th May from 10am to 12 noon. Any spare plants that you have would be greatly appreciated as a donation. 
A couple of financial items – The Children’s Society sent thanks for the £187 raised by Christingle and monthly Coffee Mornings. 
The Common Fund (which used to call the parish share), which is a voluntary contribution to the Diocese is now £4250 per annum - £354 per month – for St. Werburgh’s Church. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our events or – better still – on Sunday morning. This Sunday, 26th April, will be our Annual Parochial Church meeting after the service. All are welcome to both.
Judy Ireland
Churchwarden
7. Parishioners Open Forum

Traffic Calming Concerns – Wood Lane
A parishioner raised concerns that Wood Lane feels neglected in terms of traffic calming measures. It was noted that the current 60mph speed limit may limit the effectiveness of Speed Indication Devices (SIDs).
Members confirmed that the Parish Council has previously written to Staffordshire Highways regarding the potential installation of a roundabout and a reduction in the speed limit; however, no clear response has been received. The parishioner reiterated their concerns about the area being overlooked. It was explained that gateway signage had been positioned in an effort to address these issues.

South Staffs Water Works
Concerns were raised regarding ongoing works by South Staffs Water, specifically relating to rubbish and debris left on site and the general condition of the area. It was agreed that the Parish Council will write to South Staffs Water to formally raise these concerns.

Speed Indication Devices (SIDs)
Members discussed the potential installation of SIDs. It was noted that Staffordshire County Council is currently reviewing the application and installation process. Once the updated procedure is in place, the Parish Council will be informed of how to apply for new SID locations, subject to meeting the relevant criteria.
With regard to previously discussed tripod-mounted devices, it is understood these will not be permitted going forward. Instead, fixed poles will be required at all approved SID locations as part of the revised process.

Funding and Implementation
It was noted that existing earmarked funds and donations could enable the Parish Council to proceed with the installation of approximately three poles, with devices rotated between locations.
Members noted evidence that average vehicle speeds can decrease by approximately 25% where SIDs are in use, and that data collected could support targeted enforcement in partnership with the police.
The estimated cost for implementation is between £4,000 and £5,000 per installed device.

Next Steps
The Parish Council intends to progress with the installation of SIDs once the revised application process is confirmed.

Action: Clerk to write to South Staffs Water in relation to the mess on Wood Lane. 


Meeting closed at 20:45pm

Date of Annual Meeting of the Parish Council –Monday 18th May 2026
This next Parish Council meeting will be - Monday 13th July 2026

Parish Council information can be found online at – hanburyparishcouncil.org.uk
