Minutes of the Meeting of the Hanbury Parish Council – Monday 14th September 2026
Present: Cllr J Harrison; Cllr Hendon; Cllr Tyson; Cllr L Harrison; Cllr Gregson; Cllr Choules
Also present: C Holmes, Borough Cllr Hudson, Rebecca Holdorph from Duchy of Lancaster; 0 Parishioners

1. Apologies for absence

Country Cllr White; Cllr Brown

2. Declarations of Interest

P/2026/00823 – Cllr Gregson declared an interest in this application

3. Chair’s Welcome

The chair welcomed all those in attendance. 

4. Public Forum

Rebecca from the Duchy of Lancaster attended the meeting and provided an update on planning application P/2026/00729. She explained that it is currently anticipated that the proposed units would primarily be used for storage purposes, although no prospective tenants have yet been identified and the Duchy does not currently know what the level or nature of demand will be.

The Duchy advised that it would seek to secure suitable tenants and would look to restrict working hours, with appropriate requirements incorporated into individual tenancy agreements. Members highlighted residents’ concerns regarding the potential increase in traffic associated with the development. Rebecca advised that the Duchy would monitor the types of tenants permitted to occupy the units and would work with the Planning Authority and Staffordshire County Council in relation to the highway’s implications of the development.

Members noted that much of the concern surrounding the application resulted from the current lack of detail regarding its eventual occupiers and operation. It was felt that further reassurance from the Duchy regarding the controls and conditions that would be placed upon future tenants, particularly in relation to operating hours and vehicle movements, may help to address some of the concerns raised by residents.

The existing traffic issues on Wood Lane and at Six Lane Ends were discussed. The Duchy acknowledged these concerns and confirmed that it had previously sought to support improvements at Six Lane Ends, although progress with these measures had been limited.

Rebecca also highlighted the Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent Fund, which provides grants to grassroots and community organisations, including community projects, youth organisations, environmental initiatives and other local causes. The Duchy states that the Fund supports communities across areas in which it has historic links and landed interests. Grants generally range from £250 to £5,000, with applications assessed on their merits, including value for money and the likely impact of the project. 

The “80 Trees for the 80th Birthday” initiative was also discussed, and Members considered whether there may be an opportunity for the parish to participate or identify suitable locations for tree planting.

5. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th July 2026

All agreed to be a true record of the meeting. 

Action: Clerk to convert to upload to website

6. Matters arising from those minutes.

None

7. Review Planning Applications.


	Planning number
	Premises
	Planning requested
	Comments by HPC
	Decision

	P/2025/00071
	Unit 1, Newborough Road, Needwood, DE13 9PD
	Conversion and alterations to existing agricultural building to form a dwelling and retention of gravelled area
	The parish council have no comments
	

Registered

	P/2025/00676
	3 Meadow View Close, Hanbury, Staffordshire, DE13 8FP
	Erection of single storey rear extension.
	The parish council have no comments.
	

Registered

	P/2026/00581
	MILESTONE MARKER LICHFIELD ROAD SIX ROADS END DRAYCOTT IN THE CLAY
	Listed Building Consent to repair and re-paint the damaged cast iron milepost
	The parish council have no comments.
	

Permits









	P/2026/00729
	HANBURY GRANGE WOOD LANE HANBURY DE13 8TG
	Change of use of (part of) building from agricultural (Sui Generis) to storage and distribution (Use Class B8) and external changes including cladding and replacement roof (sheeting
	The Parish Council notes the concerns raised by neighbouring residents regarding the lack of detail provided within the application. Concerns relate to the proposed use of the building, potential vehicle movements, noise impacts, and the absence of supporting transport and noise assessments. Whilst there is no objection in principle to the building being brought back into use, the Parish Council considers that the impact on the amenity of the neighbouring residential properties should be fully assessed before any decision is made.
	

Registered

	P/2026/00439

	KNIGHTSFIELD FARM
KNIGHTSFIELD LANE
HANBURY
DE13 8TH
	Conversion of 4no. agricultural buildings to create 6no. dwellings, erection of an extension to Barn C, demolition of Barn E to facilitate the erection of a single storey garage and bin store, associated works, landscaping and widening of the existing access road.
	
	


NEW

	P/2026/00823
	COULTER HILLS FARM
BURTON ROAD
NEEDWOOD
DE13 8SJ
	Construction of an agricultural building for the storage of fodder, bedding straw and agricultural equipment.
	
	


NEW

	P/2026/00700
	NEWLANDS
KNIGHTSFIELD ROAD
HANBURY
DE13 8TH
	Change of use of agricultural land to garden area and erection of carport
	
	

NEW

	P/2026/00952
	YE OLDE BLACKBROOK FARM
ANSLOW ROAD
HANBURY
DE13 8TX
	Relocation of existing stables from domestic curtilage to domestic garden land and erection of entrance walls and gates

	
	
NEW

	P/2026/00439 - The parish council have no comments.
P/2026/00700 - Clarification asked for which area will the change of use will be applied to.
P/2026/00823 - The parish council have no comments.
P/2026/00952 - The parish council have no comments.

Action: Clerk to add comments to ESBC Planning Portal





8. Receive Borough and County Councillors reports.

An update was provided on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). The Government has paused and is reviewing the proposals for Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent following updated legal advice. Local elections are currently expected to proceed in May 2027 on the existing council boundaries, with further Government announcements anticipated during the autumn. 

There was little further information available at present; however, an All-Council meeting is due to take place on 28 September, when the position may be discussed further. Members raised questions regarding the costs incurred by East Staffordshire Borough Council to date in preparing for Local Government Reorganisation. Cllr Hudson confirmed that he intends to stand in the May 2027 elections.

Fly-tipping was discussed. A report is currently being undertaken, including consideration of the length of time taken for reported fly-tipping to be collected and removed. Members raised questions regarding current response times following reports. ESBC remains responsible for dealing with fly-tipping on public land within the Borough. 

The ongoing situation regarding The Maltings in Uttoxeter was discussed, with Members noting the delays that have continued since December 2025. Concerns were raised regarding the length of the delay and the associated costs to the Borough Council.

The Council’s Free After 3 parking scheme was also discussed, with questions raised regarding its effectiveness and the extent to which it continues to support town-centre businesses and encourage visitors to East Staffs.
Top of FormBottom of Form
9. To discuss the potential speed indication devices

Insurance company contacted regarding the liability with temporary speed indication devices. The Council’s insurer has confirmed that the Council’s Public Liability insurance would generally provide cover in relation to the use of Speed Indication Devices (SIDs), provided that the devices are installed and operated in accordance with appropriate risk assessments and relevant safety requirements.

In the event of an incident, liability would need to be established, and any claim would be considered in accordance with the policy terms, conditions and exclusions.

The SIDs themselves are not automatically covered for material or accidental damage or theft. This cover is optional and can be added to the policy if required. The insurer would need to be provided with the value of the devices to advise on the additional cover available.

Discussions took place regarding the possibility of borrowing a SID from Newborough Parish Council and purchasing a tripod to enable temporary SID deployment. It was agreed that, before progressing further, the matter would be discussed with County Councillor White to establish what permissions would be required from Staffordshire County Council for temporary siting.

Action: Clerk to look at permission for temporary siting with County Councillor White

10. To discuss Remembrance 2026

It was agreed that a new Remembrance wreath would be purchased on behalf of the Parish Council. Parish Councillors will attend the local Remembrance Sunday commemorations, with the arrangements and timings for the 2026 service to be confirmed

Action: Clerk to order a new remembrance wreath.

11. To consider the Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association (SPCA) Call for Evidence regarding Local Government Reorganisation

This item is no longer relevant due to the current suspension of the Local Government Reorganisation.

12.  To review and approve the Social Media Policy 2026

The Social Media Policy was reviewed and approved
Action: Clerk to update the website 
13. Clerk’s Report: to include banking changes & finance & correspondence received.
CORRESPONDENCE & ONGOING MATTERS

Response sent to Castle Way development regarding the solar panel site and awaiting final plans for the site.

The village green has now been cut by the ground’s maintenance.

A response has been received via MP Jacob Collier’s office following enquiries regarding safety at Hanbury Crossroads. The MP’s office apologised for the delay in obtaining a response from Staffordshire County Council (SCC).
SCC has confirmed that the junction remains under investigation by its Casualty Investigation Team and that the outcome of the coroner’s report is currently awaited.
Recent works at the junction have included routine surface dressing, refreshing of the junction road markings, cutting back surrounding vegetation and checking the alignment of signage.
SCC also referred to the collision reduction scheme undertaken in 2015, which introduced SLOW road markings and enhanced high-visibility, yellow-backed Give Way signage. SCC considers that the current junction design and signage meet appropriate safety standards and that the 2015 scheme was effective in reducing the frequency of collisions.
However, SCC acknowledges that incidents have continued and considers poor driving standards to be a contributing factor. Further investigation is therefore being undertaken to establish whether additional engineering measures could help mitigate driver behaviour. An engineer’s assessment and potential options are currently awaited.
The MP’s office has confirmed that any further updates received from SCC will be forwarded to the Parish Council. Members discussed SCC’s response and confirmed that the Parish Council was not satisfied that the concerns raised had been adequately addressed. Concern remains following the two fatalities at the junction, and Members questioned why more substantial safety measures could not be considered.
Questions were specifically raised as to why the junction continues to operate with Give Way signage rather than stop signs, and why a reduction in the speed limits on the approaches to the crossroads could not be introduced. Members felt that the seriousness of the incidents warranted further consideration of these measures rather than relying solely on the existing signage and road markings.
The possibility of introducing additional physical measures, including rumble strips on the approaches to the dips and junction, was also raised as a potential means of alerting drivers and reducing approach speeds.
It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to press for further consideration of these measures and would await the engineer’s assessment and any options subsequently put forward by SCC.

Further correspondence has been received from a Hanbury resident regarding the ongoing road closures within the parish.
The resident raised concerns that roads remain closed despite their appearing to be no contractors or work taking place at the affected locations. They questioned why closures remain in place when works are not actively being undertaken and expressed considerable frustration regarding the disruption being experienced by Hanbury residents.
This reflects the wider concerns already raised by the Parish Council regarding the management and duration of road closures, including closures remaining in place outside active working periods and the impact this is having on residents. The parish council have subsequently contact MP Jacob Collier. 

SCC has confirmed that the temporary pause on approvals for new SIDs remains in place while it reviews the countywide scheme. The review aims to introduce a consistent and sustainable process for future SID installations.
The new framework will be shared with parish councils once complete. In the meantime, road safety concerns should continue to be raised with the local County Councillor through the Divisional Highway Programme.

Broken picnic sign on Hanbury Hill will be replaced by Severn Trent water in due course

Action: Clerk to reply to MP Jacob Collier in relation to the Hanbury Crossroads.




FINANCE
	Date 
	OLP No
	Category
	Invoice Detail
	 Invoice Amount

	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	03/08/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 18
	Clerk salary / expenses
	Salary
	-£       290.36 
	 
	-£            290.36 

	18/08/2026
	 
	Other including interest + VAT refund
	 
	-£           4.25 
	 
	-£                4.25 

	01/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 19
	Clerk salary / expenses
	Salary
	-£       290.36 
	 
	-£            290.36 

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 20
	Clerk salary / expenses
	HMRC
	-£         63.27 
	 
	-£              63.27 

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 21
	Clerk salary / expenses
	HMRC
	-£         63.27 
	 
	-£              63.27 

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 22
	Grounds Maintenance
	RB Landscaping
	-£       170.00 
	-£       34.00 
	-£            204.00 

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 23
	Grants received
	RB Landscaping
	-£       170.00 
	-£       34.00 
	-£            204.00 

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 24
	Clerk salary / expenses
	Pay Renumeration
	-£         97.50 
	 
	-£              97.50 

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 – 25
	Subscriptions
	SPCA
	-£         288.70 
	 
	-£              288.70

	14/09/2026
	OLP 2026-2027 - 26
	Room Hire
	Room Hire
	-£         90.00 
	 
	-£              90.00



Bank Balance as of 31st August 2026

	Treasurer Account (00198773)
	£11,040.48

	Savings Account (07215991)
	£15,602.88

	Teachers Account
	£10,000.00

	TOTAL
	£36,642.96



14. Councillors Reports.
The damaged playpark bench was moved from the playing field.
Most roads within the village have now received resurfacing or patching works, except for Greaves Lane.
The telegraph poles on Anslow Road remain in place despite previous confirmation from Highways that their positioning does not meet requirements.
No response has yet been received from Highways regarding concerns raised about simultaneous road closures and the use of Greaves Lane as a diversion route.
Concerns remain regarding speeding and enforcement of the 30mph speed limit within the village.
Four speed camera warning signs were approved at an estimated cost of approximately £65 each.
The two cherry trees are due to be removed on Friday 9 October, subject to agreement with the PCC/Vicar. Consideration will be given to suitable replacement planting. Cllr Choules, Cllr J Harrison and Cllr Tyson reported on a meeting held with the Vicar, John Harrison and Judy Ireland regarding the limited burial space available within the churchyard. The lower churchyard was identified as the area with the greatest potential for providing additional burial space. However, significant clearance work would be required before its suitability could be fully assessed, including consideration of the existing graves and larger headstones within the area.
It was agreed that quotes would initially be sought from those currently undertaking clearance work at the church, with residents also approached before considering larger contractors. Potential grant funding towards the work will also be explored.
The Parish Council will investigate the necessary requirements relating to future burial provision and the potential use of the lower churchyard before any final decision is made.
Weed treatment was required at Martins Lane and Anslow Road, particularly around the bus stop and T-junction. The Clerk will contact the groundsman to arrange the necessary works.
Foliage that is growing over the 30mph and gateway signs needs clearing. It was agreed that councillors will look to do this.
Action: Clerk & Cllrs to look for quotes on clearing the lower churchyard; Clerk to contact RB Landscaping regarding weed killing; Cllrs to clear foliage over 30mph signs.
Meeting Closed: 20:48pm
Date of Next Parish Council Meeting is – Monday 16th November 2026
Parish Council Information can be found on the internet at - https;//www.hanburyparishcouncil.org.uk


Signed by Chairman





Signed……………………………………………………………..


Date………………………………………………….
Chairman’s Initials ………….
